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4013, — Appegi by the Chinese Government: Questlonn of Procedire.

The PRESIDENT. — The Council has before it the draft resolution on the Chinese Government's
appeal in reEa_rd to which it will be called upon to take a decision at the public meeting.! Are

there any observations on procedure ?

M. Queveno. — In votmg {or the resolution, I propose to state briefly how I interpret u-_,

meaning.

M. Kon/uwxcm. — I have to state that I propose to abstain from voting on the draft

resolution, and to explain my abstention when I do so,

M. Garc{a CAIDERSN. — I propose also to give a public explanation of my vote.

M. DE TessaN. — I reserve the right to speak, though not at length, when I have heard
what has to be said by those who make reservations on the subject.

1 For the text of the dr=(t resolntidg, ses pags 2.
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M. CosTta pu Rers. — The question undar discussion is & quéstion of procedure; Qnd I had
ventured to make a suzgestion 2 to the procedure. As no Rapportenr has named, it wounld

be possible ta eliminate the anonymity of the text before us by stating that the draft resolution is

submitted by the representatives of such-and-such States, That would leave those States which
had no part in the elzboration of the resolution entirely free ta submit any observations they may

wish.

M. Wellington Koo. — I do not see the necessity of mentioning the authors of the draft
resolution. It is not the.usual practice of the Council to do so, except where ¢ resolution is
presented by a Rapporteur. s

In any case, I do not deserve the honour of being cited as one of the authors of the resolution.
Thé resolution is the result of cartain exchanges of views, crystallised as a basis for discussion by
the Council. I participated in the discussions, and, 2s I heve said, I can accept the resolution, if
I can accompany it with a declaration. But it falls far short of what my Government would like
to ses zdopted By the Council.  To include China among the " authors ” of the resolution might
convey the impression that China was one of the countries which advoczted this resolution, and
were satisfied with it, and insisted on its present terms. . That would be an entirely [2lse impression.

Vis:oml-it CrANBORNE. — I quite agres.. The representative of China is in a very difficnlt
position; and it would not be fair to ask him to agree to China being cited as one of the authors of
tha resolution. In view of what has been said, perhaps, the representative of Balivia will not press

his proposal. . ;
M. CosTa pu Rers, — I withdraw my propesal in order to enable the draft resolution to
be adopted to-day without further difficulty.

(The Council went into public session.)

4014, — Appesl by tha Chlnese Government.

. The PresmENT. — The following is the text of a draft resolution that has besn prepared
on this subject:? . .

“Tha Council,

" Having taken into considerztion the situation in the Far East: :

“ Notes with regret that hostilities in China continue and have'been intensified since
the last meeting of the Council; )

" Deplores this deterioration in the situation the more in view of the efforts and achieve-
ments of the National Government of China in her political and econoniic reconstruction;

" Recalls that the Assémbly, by its resolution of Octaber 6th, 1937, has expressed its
moral support for China and hes recommended that Members of the League should refrain
from tzking zny action which might have the effect of weakening China’s power of resistanca
and thus of incrensing her difficulties in the present conflict, and should alsa consider how
far they can individually extend zid to China;

“ Calls the most serious attention of the Members of .tha Lesgue to the terms of the
zbove-mentioned resalution; 3 .

" Is confident that those States represented on the Council for whom the situztion is
of spacial interest, will lose no ppportunity of exariining, in consultation with other similasly
interested .Powers, the feasibility of zny further steps which may contribute to a just
settlement of the conflict in the Far East.” .

M. Wellington Koo. — Mr. President, before I express the views of the Chinese Government
on the draft resolution before us, I trust you will parmit me ta present a statement of the develop-
ments that have taken place in the last few months and ta express the views of the Chinese
Government rs to what the Council of the League could do in the circumstancss, and what are

our desiderata. } . : :
Since the eightesnth Assembly adppted its resolution of October 6th last relating ta the

- appeal of the Chinese Gavernment concerning Japan’s armed aggressions agzinst China, Japan

hes continued and intensified her ruthless invesion of Chinese territory. Her army in North
China hes since crossed the Yellow River and occupied Tsinan, capital of the sacred Province
of Shantung, the birthplace of Confucius, In CentralChina, the Chinese defenders were compelled
to withdraw from the Shanghai region in November 1937 after almost three months' gallant
resistance against the mest formidable attacks of Japan’s combined land, naval and air forces,

" Nanking being thus threatened, the Chinese Government was obliged to remove the national

capital to Chungking,.about 1,000 miles from the sea coast. Persistent Japanese attacks on
Hanechow as well as on Nanking in December last have resulted in their occopation of these
two important cities and the richest and most populbus regicn of the Yangtze Delta. 2

* The Japanese navy bas seized a large number of Chinese islands along the coast of Fukien

and Kwengtung Provinces and has been making repeated nttempts ta invade Canton and South
China. . . .
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* The Japanese air amm has been continuing its indiscfiminate bombardment of opan towns
and perpstrating mass murder of Chinese civilian population in defiance of the universal chorus
of. condemnation. Extensive znd repeated air raids have been inflicted vpon populous centres
in no fewer then seventean Provinces, 23 far inland 2s Kansu Province, in the North West, and

_ Kwangsi Province, in the South West, levying an appalling toll of deaths, mostly amongst women

and children.

In addition, the cruel and barbarous conduct in the occupied: areas of Japanese soldiery,
which” used to pride itself on its good discipline, has added to the sufferings and hardships of
a war-stricken people and has shocked the sense of decency and bumanity. So many cases of
it have been reported hy neutral eyewitnesses and publishedin the foreign Press that it is hardly
necessary to cite evidence bere. “Suffice it, as an illustration, to quote a description by the
correspondent of the New York Tinies, reported in the The Times of London of December 2o0th, 1937,
of the scene of horror in Nanldni following the capture of the city by the Japaness; thess zre
his succinct words: “ Wholeszle looting, violaHon of women, murder of civilians, eviction of
Chinese from their homes, mass executions of war prisoners, and the impressing of able-bodied
men.” : . ®

Another authentic account of the atrocities perpetrated by Japanese soldiers at Nanking
and Hangchow based on the reparts and latters of American professors and missionaries is to be
found in the Daily Telegraph and Morning Post of January 28th, 1938. The number of Chinese
civilians slaughtered at Nenking by Japanese was estimated at 20,000, while thousands of womt»:nr
including young girls, wera outraged. The American Chzirman of the Emergency Commuttee o
ha.nkmg 6mv=rsity, wrihng fo. F.Ee Japanese Embazssy on December 14th, 1037, stated in part:
" We urge you, [or the sake of the reputation of tHe Japanese Army and Empire, and for the sake
of your own wives, daughters 2nd sisters, to protect the families of Nanking from the violecce of
youc;'es‘-cicldiers “. The correspondent added that “ in spite of this appeal, the atfocities continued
unchecked ”. . . '

In all the occupied areas, the Japanese militarists, while professing to entertain na teitorial
designs, have invariably carried out their preconceived plan of setting up various local regimes
with puppets of their own choice, culminating in the installation -zt Peiping on December 14th,
1937, of the sa-called " Provisional Government of the Republic of Clina ”. In connection with
this lztter event, it is significant to note that General Terauchi, the Japanese Commander-in-Chief
in North China, issued a proclamation on December 17th calling on the Chinase people to obey
the orders of the Japanese Army. Equally striking is the declaration of the Tokyo Government
on January 16th, 1938, purparting to refuse to have further dealings with the Chinese National
Gavernment and undertaking the responsibility to build up a so-called “ rejuvenated China™’ in
co-operztion with a new Chinese regime. One could not find a more direct proof of Jépan's simister
intention to destroy Chinese independence and sovereignty. )
In_addition to the appalling loss of Chinese life and property which the Japanese dggression

hes‘occasionad, it has likewise seriously affectsd the legitimate rights and interests of forzign

Powers and foreign nationals in China. Thus, it was stated in the declaration of the Brussels
Conference of Novamber I5th, 1937, that:

"It cannot be denied.that the present hostilities between Japan znd China adversely
afiect not only the rights of all nations but 2lso the material interests of nedrly 21l nations.
These hostilities have brought to some nationals of third countries death, to many nationals
of third countriés great peril, to propearty of nationals of third countries widespread destruc-
tion, to international éommunications disruption, to international trade disturbance and loss,
‘to the peoples of 2!l nations a sense of horror and indignation, to all the world feslings of
uncertainty and apprehension.” :

Since that statement was made, there have occurred several grave incidents resulting from
unprovoked and deliberzte ettacks by Japanese military, naval and zir forces upon the diplomatic
representatives, private citizens, and public property of third Powers, notably the sinking of the
American gunboat Panay, the firing on the British gunboat Ladybird and several.other British
and American ships, the asszult on a membes of the Amerjcan Embassy at'Nanking, as well a5
cases of insult to the national flags of several Western Powers. A s

_ The occurrence of these incidents is not only symbolic of Japan's contempt for Westerp
Powers as-shown in her palicy of * outrage, apalogy and outrage ”, but has also raised a number
of grave issues involving, as they must, the very existénce of vital European 2nd American interests

. in the Far East. It has indeed violently and painfully opened the eyes of the worid to the signifi-

cance of Japan's daclaration to assure “ respect for neutral rights and interests ”.

For one thing, as a result of the Jiganesc occupation of the surrounding territories, Shanghai,
the pride of Sinc-foreign enterprise in the Far Eest and one of the greatest commercial metropolises
in LE: world, has coma under Japanese domination, end its very future now seems to be in the
balance, Theinferference by the Japenese military authorities with the Chinese Maritime Customs
in that part, their proclamation of a censorship over the postal and telegraphic communications
and over tha Press, their insistence upon meddling in the municipal zdministration of the Inter-
national Settlement, their forcible intervention in the majntenance of law and order thergin,

their menace to the safety of life and propsrty by erbitrary arrests and sezrch, and their threat




